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INSIDE THE EAR
In what two ways can bacteria reach the middle ear?

person, they cause his eardrums * to vibrate in the same
way. The effect of the vibrations is transmitted to his
brain, and he hears the sound of the horn. The healthy,
uninjured eardrum, then, is very important for hearing
well.
Pain or a "stuffy" feeling in the ears is usually caused
by infection behind the eardrum. (See drawing above.)
The eardrum is a thin membrane somewhat like the
material stretched across the end of a drum that you
beat. It is covered on the outer side with skin and on
the inner side by mucous membrane similar to that
which lines the nose.
If bacteria get into the space behind the eardrum, pus
is likely to collect there and press against the drum. If
the pressure becomes great, the pain is severe and the